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along the British and United States line, and north, far
into the British possessions. A large band early occupied
and formed a village at Rainy Lake. Here they first
came in contact with the Assineboins (a tribe of seceding
Dakotas), and from this point, after entering into a firm
and lasting peace with the Assineboins and Knis-te-nos,
they first joined their brethren of the Southern division
in their wars against the fierce Dakotas. This band have
to this day retained the cognomen of Ko-je-je-win-in-e-wug,
from the numerous straits, bends, and turnings of the
lakes and rivers which they occupy.

A large body of this Northern division residing imme-
diately on the north shores of the Great Lake, at Grand
Portage and Thunder Bay, and claiming the Totem of the
Ke-nouzhay or Pike, were formerly denominated O-mush-
kas-ug. Tradition says that at one time their fellow-
Ojibways made war on them. This war was brought
about by persons belonging to the Pike family murdering
some members of the Marten Totem family. It was but
the carrying out of their custom of “blood for blood.”
It was neither very deadly nor of long duration, and to
illustrate its character more fully, I will introduce the fol-
lowing traditional anecdote :—

A party consisting of warriors belonging to the Martin
family was at one time collected at Fond du Lac. They
proceeded on the war-path against the family of the
Omush-kas, living on the north shore of the Great Lake,
for this family had lately spilled their blood., They dis-
covered a single wigwam standing on the sandy shores of
the lake, and the Martens, having stealthily approached,
raised the war-whoop, and as was the custom in battle (to
show their greater manhood), they threw off’ every article
of clothing, and thus, perfectly naked, rushed furiously
to the attack. The Omush-kas, head of the family occu-
pying the threatened lodge, was busy arranging his fish-



